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Worship Notes: This morning’s affirmation comes from A Brief Statement 
of Faith which was commissioned to celebrate the reunion of two of the 

largest Presbyterian churches in the United States in 1983 and “our 
rediscovery that for all our undoubted diversity, we are bound together by 
a common faith and a common task.” (From the Preface to the Book of 
Confessions) 
 
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. You 
are invited to join us for study, service, education, and fellowship in 
addition to worship. If you have questions or would like to learn more 
about this community, please speak with one of the pastors following 
worship. 
 
Sanctuary Safety—In our ongoing efforts to care for all who work, play, 
and worship on our campus, we are being intentional about access to 
buildings throughout the week and on Sundays. All sanctuary doors are 
locked after worship begins on Sunday mornings, with the exception of the 
main doors leading to the narthex. Worshipers are free to exit by any of the 
doors at any time. To re-enter, please come through the doors to the 
narthex. 
 
Children are always welcome here. We have a wonderful nursery and 
childcare for infants through preschool each Sunday in the Will Young 
Building. Worship bags for young children are available in the narthex near 
the front doors. Please speak with an usher for assistance. In order to 
comply with our Child Protection policy, we ask that a parent/caregiver 
accompany children under  12 to the sanctuary restroom.  
 
 

Offering our Talents, Time, and Treasure: In response to the Good News 
of God’s saving love in Jesus Christ, we are invited to give of ourselves and 
our resources. If you are seeking ways to share your time and your talents, 
please speak to one of the pastors. Financial contributions may be placed in 
the offering plate or donated by texting 704-288-7459 or by using the 
“Give” button on the church’s website (firstpresconcord.org). 
 

Large Print Hymnals, printed copies of the sermon, and a hearing 
assistance system are available. We have an AED Machine in the 
Narthex. Please speak to an usher for assistance with any of these items.  
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
We welcome Rev. Jordan Goodwin Aldridge as a guest liturgist today. 
 
Better Than Normal book study with author MaryAnn McKibben Dana via 
Zoom this Wednesday, August 5, at 7:00 PM.  Reservations required to get 
the Zoom link emailed to you.  Use the link in last week’s banner, or email: 
Suzanne.russell@firstpresconcord.org before 3:00 PM on Wednesday. 
 
New Confirmation Class beginning in August: All rising 7th grade Youth 
and older who have not completed confirmation are invited to join our next 
confirmation class. Letters and detailed registration information will be 
mailed soon. The first session will be a meeting for students and their 
parents in Davis Hall following worship on Sunday, August 23. 
Please contact Pastor Ellen with any questions. 

Tenth Sunday 

After Pentecost 

Rev. Ellen Crawford True, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Casey Aldridge, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Bryan Hovey, Parish Associate 
Dr. Jacqueline Yost, Director of Music and Organist 

Dr. Jeffrey W. Price, Choirmaster 
Amy Woolwine,  Clerk of Session 

Bill Poitevint,  Moderator, Board of Deacons 

For a comprehensive list of officers, visit the church website: 
www.firstpresconcord.org 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

   

   
Tuesday, August 4 

   7:00 PM   
   7:00 PM 
 

 
Board of Deacons (Library Conference Room) 
Al Anon Mtg (Commons) 
 

 

Wednesday, August 5 
                 8:00 AM 
                  2:00 PM 

  7:00 PM 

 
Bible Study (Library Conference Room) 
Staff Meeting (Fellowship House Sunroom) 
Author Book Study  (Zoom) 

 

   

Friday, August 7 
 
 
Saturday, August 8 
                   9:00 AM 

 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
Families First (E201, E202, Library Conference Room) 
 

 

Sunday, August 9 
   9:45 AM    
 10:15 AM 
 11:00 AM 
    1:00 PM 

 
S & D Class  (Fellowship House) 
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Worship (in person and live streamed) 
Families First (E201, E202, Library Conference Room) 

 



Service for the Lord’s Day 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

 As the music plays, you are invited to pause, reflect, and pray silently as we prepare 
for worship. 

Did people in biblical times live in Pangaea?  
Where were the ancient biblical cities?  

– A curious kid 
 

PRELUDE                  
                                                    

                                                          GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 
WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                
Please sign the Friendship Pad found on the center aisle of each pew and pass it 
to your neighbor.                                                  
 
VOLUNTARY     
                                                                  
*CALL TO WORSHIP                    
 

Leader: God created the entire world 
  And called it good. 
People: Jesus walked in ancient cities 
  And walks with us now. 
Leader: The Spirit of the Living God 
  Will be with us always. 
People: Hallelujah! A weary world rejoices! 

 
*HYMN 664                       Morning Has Broken                                             BUNESSAN 
                                                                             
CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                               
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION         

Merciful Lord, we confess that we are lost. You pass through our 
cities and our lives every day, yet so rarely do we pay attention to 
your presence or heed your call. You created the world to be shared 
and stewarded, but we have broken and polluted the land. You 
made us for connection, but we have created rifts between 
ourselves and others. Restore us to right relationships with our 
neighbors in need, your groaning creation, and with your son Jesus, 
that we might realize and live like salvation has come to this house. 
Amen. [Time for silent confession follows.] 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                               
          Leader:   Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel. 
          People:       In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!            
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 581             Glory be to the Father                       GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

                                     PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                      lay reader, Harrison Entwistle 
 
 

FIRST LESSON                           Luke 19:1-10                               pew bible, page 82 
This is the Word of the Lord.                                             
Thanks be to God.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE             
 

SECOND  LESSON                         Genesis 1:1-13                           pew bible, page 1 
       This is the Word of the Lord.                              

Thanks be to God.  
 
SERMON                                                                                                 Rev. Casey Aldridge 
 
MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION    

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

*HYMN 726                        Will You Come and Follow Me                    KELVINGROVE 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    adapted from A Brief Statement of Faith (11:4d-5)  
 
Leader:  In a broken and fearful world  

the Spirit gives us courage  
to pray without ceasing, 

People: to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
Leader:  to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
People:  to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
Leader:  and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 

People: and to live holy and joyful lives, 
Leader:  even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
People: praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
Leader:  With believers in every time and place, 
All:  we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 

can separate us from the love of God  
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND CALL TO OFFERING     
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                      In the Cross                                      Doane/Dusso  
                                                              (Sanctuary Choir) 
(1.) Jesus, keep me near the cross; there a precious fountain, free to all, a 
healing stream, flows from Calvary's mountain. Refrain: In the cross, in the 
cross, be my glory ever, till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the 
river.  (2.) Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me; there the 
bright and morning star sheds its beams around me.  Refrain: (3.) Near the 
cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me; help me walk from day to day 
with its shadow o'er me. Refrain:   In the cross                      
                                                           
*DOXOLOGY 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    OLD HUNDREDTH 
     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here 
below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
God of all that is, was, and will be, we know that you have created every 
good thing and every blessing in our lives. Use these gifts to repair 
broken hearts, broken communities, and a broken world. Amen.   
 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  † 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

          Leader:  It is right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise... 
And so, we join our voices with the faithful of every time and 
place, joining with choirs of angels and the whole creation in 
joyful praise... 

HYMN 562                         Holy, Holy, Holy 
The prayer continues and then ends with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

                      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Communion of the People 
                     
PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION 
For creating and loving the whole world, for passing through our cities, 
for making us one body, and for restoring us to one another and to you, 
Lord, we give you thanks. Sustain us as we seek to follow where you lead 
and love the world as you have loved us. Amen. 
 

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD 
  INTO THE WORLD 

  
*HYMN 475                    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                NETTLETON  
   
*BENEDICTION    
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                  Amen                                                      DANISH 
                                                               (Sanctuary Choir) 
POSTLUDE                 
 
                                         *Those who are able, please stand.      

  CCLI License #11219393 
 

Today  you are invited to receive communion by intinction.  Following  the 
communion liturgy, you will be prompted to come forward to the stations at the 
front of the sanctuary using the center aisle. Please take a piece of bread from the 
basket and dip it in the cup, eating it after you have stepped away from the cup. If 
you wish to receive communion in your pew, you will be served a small piece of 
bread and an individual cup of juice at your seat when you raise your hand. All 
are welcome to receive communion.  Our bread is gluten free. 


