Children are always welcome here. We have a wonderful nursery and
childcare for infants through preschool each Sunday in the Will Young
Building. Worship bags for young children are available in the narthex near
the front doors. Please speak with an usher for assistance. In order to
comply with our Child Protection policy, we ask that a parent/caregiver
accompany children under 12 to the sanctuary restroom.

Offering our Talents, Time, and Treasure: In response to the Good News
of God’s saving love in Jesus Christ, we are invited to give of ourselves and
our resources. If you are seeking ways to share your time and your talents,
please speak to one of the pastors. Financial contributions may be placed in
the offering plate or donated by texting 704-288-7459 or by using the
“Give” button on the church’s website (firstpresconcord.org).

Large Print Hymnals, printed copies of the sermon, and a hearing
assistance system are available. We have an AED Machine in the
Narthex. Please speak to an usher for assistance with any of these items.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Births: The red rosebud in the chancel today is in honor of William James
Shelley born on June 27, in Charlotte. Parents are William and Emily
Shelley. Grandparents are Virginia and Mark Shelley.

The pink rosebud in the chancel is in honor of Sophie Elizabeth Bullard,
born on June 28 in Charlotte. Parents are Seth and Nancy Bullard.
Grandparents are Kirby and Gray Bullard.

Lunch Bunch Come and hear about the life of the British soldier in the 18th
century and find out how the Revolution looked from the other side as we
celebrate America’s 250th birthday in Davis Hall at 11:45 AM on Tuesday,
July 28. Our guest speaker will be Ed Niven. Call the reservation line by
noon on Thursday, July 23: 704-788-2100 #7.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Later Today

1:00 PM Families First (E201, E202, Library Conference Room)

Monday, July 13

7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study (off campus)
1:30 PM Cabarrus Red Cross VIP Blood Drive
1:30 PM Storytime (Children’s Library)

Tuesday, July 14

7:00 PM Al Anon Mtg (Commons)

Wednesday, July 15

10:30 AM Bible Study (Library Conference Room)
2:00 PM Staff Meeting (Fellowship House Sunroom)
3:00 PM Finance Committee (Fellowship House)
7:00 PM Book Study (off campus)
Friday, July 17 Office Closed

Sunday, July 19

9:45 AM S & D Class (Fellowship House)
10:15 AM Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
11:00 AM Worship (in person and live streamed)

Rev. Ellen Crawford True, Senior Pastor
Rev. Casey Aldridge, Associate Pastor
René Prager, Director of Christian Education
Rev. Bryan Hovey, Parish Associate
Dr. Jacqueline Yost, Director of Music and Organist

Dr. Jeffrey W. Price, Choirmaster
Amy Woolwine, Clerk of Session

Bill Poitevint, Moderator, Board of Deacons

For a comprehensive list of officers, visit the church website:

www.firstpresconcord.or

PRES,
i
53
L)
2
>
4

Sle

’13}1(\\"0

~
(og
w

b

Seventh Sunday
After Pentecost

—z‘é‘f/ by mf’e‘. ;

- Y
CRYETPIAT
4 K \adr!

A0

First Presbyterian Church
70 Union Street North
Concord, North Carolina

Sunday, July 12, 2026

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CONCORD

www.firstpresconcord.org




SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

As the music plays, you are invited to pause, reflect, and pray silently as we prepare
for worship.
In the world we're trying to create, a world that makes room for all of us,
beauty matters. Specifically, the breadth of what we’re willing to deem
beautiful matters.
~ MaryAnn McKibben Dana, Better Than Normal: Virtues for an Off-Script Life

PRELUDE
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please sign the Friendship Pad found on the center aisle of each pew and pass it
to your neighbor.

VOLUNTARY
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Glory be to God,
for the majesty of towering mountains and
glittering oceans.
People: Glory be to God,
for the infinite beauty of neighbors and strangers.
All: Glory be to God!
*HYMN 32 I Sing the Mighty Power of God ELLACOMBE
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Creator God, you have placed us in a world infused with beauty.
Majestic mountains, glittering oceans, and radiant galaxies leave us
breathless. And yet often we fail to see anything beautiful in our
neighbors or in ourselves. Forgive us, O God. Open our eyes to see
the entirety of your creation with your eyes. Change our hearts to
treasure our neighbors and ourselves as you do, in Jesus’ name.
Amen. [Time for silent confession follows.]

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader:  Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.
People: InJesus Christ, we are forgiven!

*HYMN OF PRAISE 581 Glory be to the Father GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION lay reader, Ben Lacy

FIRST LESSON Matthew 26:6-12

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

pew bible, page 29

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SECOND LESSON Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

pew bible, page 577

SERMON Rev. Ellen Crawford True

MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*HYMN 488 I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry WATERLIFE
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Hispanic Creed
Leader: We believe in God, the Father Almighty

All: Creator of the heavens and the earth;
Creator of all peoples and all cultures;
Creator of all tongues and races.
Leader: We believe in Jesus Christ, his Son, our Lord,
All: God made flesh in a person for all humanity,
God made flesh in an age for all the ages,
God made flesh in one culture for all cultures,
God made flesh in love and grace for all creation.
Leader: We believe in the Holy Spirit
All: Through whom God incarnate in Jesus Christ
Makes his presence known in our peoples and our cultures;
Through whom, God Creator of all that exists,
Gives us power to become new creatures;
Whose infinite gifts make us one people: the body of Christ.

Leader: We believe in the Church Universal because it is a sign of God’s
Reign,
All: Whose faithfulness is shown in its many hues
Where all the colors paint a single landscape,
Where all tongues sing the same praise.
Leader: We believe in the Reign of God - the day of the Great Fiesta
All: When all the colors of creation will form a harmonious
rainbow,
When all peoples will join in joyful banquet,
When all tongues of the universe will sing the same song.
Leader: And because we believe, we commit ourselves:

All: To believe for those who do not believe,
To love for those who do not love,
To dream for those who do not dream,
Until the day when hope becomes reality. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND CALL TO OFFERING

Psalm 139
(Sanctuary Choir)
Lord, you have searched me and known me, O Lord; you know everything |
do. When I rise up, when I lie down, you are with me through and
through. Before a word is on my tongue, you know what I will say, your
presence follows me day by day. Where can I flee from you spirit? Where can I
go to run away? IfI go to heaven, or live in hell, you are there. Search me, O
God, and know me; try me and know my heart. See if there be any wicked way
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. Amen.

OFFERTORY Allen Pote

*DOXOLOGY 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here
below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Thank you, O God, for the grace you pour out on us and the beauty you see
in us. Use us and all that we offer to bring hope, beauty, love and justice to
your beloved world in Jesus’ name. Amen

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD

INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN 450 Be Thou My Vision SLANE
*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen DANISH
(Sanctuary Choir)
POSTLUDE

*Those who are able, please stand.
CCLI License #11219393

Worship Notes: The Hispanic Creed was written by Dr. Justo Gonzalez, an
Elder in the United Methodist Church and a former professor at Columbia
Presbyterian Seminary in Decatur, GA.

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. You are
invited to join us for study, service, education, and fellowship in addition to
worship. If you have questions or would like to learn more about this
community, please speak with one of the pastors following worship.

Sanctuary Safety—In our ongoing efforts to care for all who work, play, and
worship on our campus, we are being intentional about access to buildings
throughout the week and on Sundays. All sanctuary doors are locked after
worship begins on Sunday mornings, with the exception of the main doors
leading to the narthex. Worshipers are free to exit by any of the doors at any
time. To re-enter, please come through the doors to the narthex.



